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Carrillo Ranch Elementary is a new school this year, and
some teachers, like Kim Grady, like the idea of setting
high standards for children from the outset.

"I think it sets the groundwork for the behavior you're
going to expect from kids," said Grady, a third-grade
teacher.

Gregory thinks the training will eventually translate into
higher test scores for schools, too.

Although this is only the school's third year in existence,
Carreon Academy's test scores have improved.

The school's Academic Performance Index score, which
is a statewide measurement of student performance on
standardized tests, rose by 58 points from 2004 to 2005.

Of course, the effect of PoliteChild is only one part of
that success, said Principal Kathy Felci.

"It's not a silver bullet, in and of itself," she said.
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But coupled with strong academics and a dedicated staff, the program does seem to be

contributing to the school's improvement.

However, it's worthwhile to teach manners and etiquette for their own sake, Felci added. The
students have learned to be respectful of themselves and of others.

"It's a good thing, it really is," she said.

And parents say that they've really noticed changes in children who have participated in the
program. They advise parents in the schools adding the program that they've got pleasant

changes to look forward to.

"My son came home wanting to practice being polite," said Janelle Marks, whose son, Mason,
is a fourth-grader at Carreon Academy. "l was kind of taken aback at first but happy to oblige

him."

She was pleased to see him trying out his new manners at the dinner table, too.

"And | do notice it at assemblies and things" at school, Marks said. "The kids are really well

behaved in the auditorium."

Blanca Kabeary's son also came home from school talking about what he learned about
etiquette and social skills - and was eager to show what he had learned.

"I remember my son telling me about the dead fish handshake," she said with a laugh. "If he
was able to hold that in his brain and bring it home to me, it made an impact.”

Contreras said she already works on good manners with her three sons at home. For example,
she makes sure they address adults by titles like "Mr." and " Mrs.",and she encourages the use

of "please" and "thank you."

"There are little things like that that make a big difference," she said.

And she likes the idea of the school teaching etiquette and manners because it can only help

reinforce those lessons.

"Why not?" she said. "It wouldn't hurt anybody."
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