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Focus Letter: Don’t point fingers -- it’s rude 

 
September 24th, 2003  

I was interested in Chuck Raasch’s commentary on 
student behavior in our public schools (“Poll finds 
common decency skipping class at public schools," 
Aug. 25). He said teachers spend nearly half their time 
trying to keep order rather than teaching. He mainly 
blames the parents. That is, however, a cheap easy 
shot. 
 
The problem of parental control has been undermined by both parents having to work. They 
must farm out their parental responsibilities to either other children or babysitters. At present 
there is no way to solve it, at least not at home. 
 
I have heard many private schools in this area and now the public schools have been 
embracing an organization called the Politechild. They set up classes in how to behave, not 
just in the classroom but in general everyday life. 
 
We in this society have lost sight of common courtesy. Most of us really don’t know how to 
behave. Politechild is restructuring behavior, beginning with the youngest children. 
 
I suggest all of you put-upon parents ask your school if there is a Politechild course yet. If 
not, have them begin one. We all have had enough of bad behavior. It sounds like Politechild 
is turning it around without blaming anyone. 
 
Barry DeVault 
 
La Quinta 

Send a friend a link to this story: 

Your friend's e-mail address: 

 
Your e-mail address: 

 
A brief message: 

 

  

Would you like to submit a letter to the editor? 

Back to Opinion/Editorial | Back to Top 

Read past letters to the 
editor 

More stories about 
education 

Post or read comments in our 
online forums 

Send to Friend

 

 

 

 
Advertisements  

 Home Page 

 Hot Topics 

 Quick Links 

 News 

 Sports 

 Business 

 Elections 

 Opinion 

 Obituaries 

 Features 

 Entertainment 

 Special Reports 

 Your Town 

 Your School 

 Community 

 Forums 

 Technology 

 Weather 

 Space 

 Public Records 

 Calendar 

 Visitors Guide 

 Annual Events 

 Classifieds 

 Real estate 

 Cars 

 Jobs 

 Coupons 

 Customer Service

 EZ Pay 

h // h d / / i 2003/ i i /20030924010640 h l



  

  

  

 

  

 
© Gannett Co., Inc., 7950 Jones Branch Drive, 

McLean, VA 22107 • (703) 854-6000  

Copyright © 2003 The Desert Sun. 
Use of this site signifies your agreement to  

the Terms of Service (updated August 9, 2001). 
Customer service | About this site | Contact us   

F.A.Q. | Subscribe Now! | Advertise  

 
Working for the advancement of people 

in Gannett communities. 

http://www.thedesertsun.com/news/stories2003/opinion/20030924010640.shtml


